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The Way To Adulthood with Br. Matthew Liew FSC
Br. Paul Ho FSC1
Auxiliary Visitor for Mission and Association
There is no greater love than this that one gives one’s life for one’s friends. John 15:13 (NCB)
The quotation from St. John’s
Gospel is very apt on the life and
times of our dear Brother Matthew
Liew.
Fulfill your ministry with all the
aﬀection of your heart. (M201.1 &
MTR9.1)
I remember my primary school
education under his leadership, one
who took his responsibilities
seriously. He made La Salle Primary
School, Peel Road, Kuala Lumpur, a
place for learning that befits primary
children. I remember my monthly
sacrament of reconciliation was
available to us once a month in the
school oﬃce and the entry into the
Archconfraternity of the Divine Child
in the parish church.
It was in this school the seed to the
religious life of a Brother was
planted in me. I was just 12 years
old and Bro. Matthew invited me to
his oﬃce and asked me what I would like to be when I grow up. Needless to say, I would like to
be a priest as I was an alter server by then. Why not a Brother? (Continued)
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Young people need the light of watchful guides to lead them on the path of salvation. (M197.3 &
MTR5.3)
I wished to enter the Juniorate when I was in my first year of secondary school but this was not
meant to be as I was tested positive for tuberculosis. Two years later I passed my medical and was
able to enter the Juniorate (La Salle Centre) in Ipoh in my third year of secondary school. Life in the
Juniorate was no easy ride, I have to learn to cope with living with others of different personalities
and different backgrounds.
As Director of Juniors,
Bro. Matthew had to
make sure that we are
all cared for and he
was
also
the
Headmaster of La
Salle Primary School,
Canning Gardens,
Ipoh. In short he had
two big responsibilities
but assisted by a SubDirector in the
Juniorate.
In the Juniorate, he
made sure that our life
was well regulated and
our upbringing was
rounded with study
time, manual labour,
meals and outings. I t
was in the Juniorate that I learn many a thing such as able to play football, volleyball, basketball,
sepak takraw, hockey and even learn how to swim. When Bro. Matthew found out that I could not
ride a bicycle, he lowered a bicycle seat and showed me how balance the bicycle. (Continued)
*Photos in this Reflection from Br. Danai Kingkan FSC

ISSUE No. 235 • 2 of 8

There were two big occasions that Bro. Matthew “saved” me when I was in the Juniorate. When I
was in Form 3 (1969) I failed Mathematics in my Lower Certificate of Educatiom (LCE), being a
compulsory subject, it means I have to be retained for a year. Bro. Matthew could just tell my parents
that I need not return to the Juniorate. Instead he told my parents to send me back to Ipoh to repeat
my Form 3. That year he made sure that I get help in my Mathematics. Two years later another
academic setback, this time the Malaysian Certificate of Education (MCE). The national language,
Bahasa Malaysia was made compulsory and that year St Michael’s Institution had the worst result in
the whole country, just 3% of the Form 5 cohort passed the language paper.
Once again, I had to re-sit for my Form 5. During the year, Bro. Matthew made sure that the
Juniors and us who repeated had Bahasa Melayu lessons and he himself took on the responsibility
to help us practice writing after his week of school administration.
He was very encouraging towards me and kept assuring me that failures are opportunities for
learning. He helped me in problem solving. (Continued)
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This is the kind of Brother that Bro. Matthew was, what he saw in me those years in the Juniorate
and made him to act in “saving” me is still a puzzle to me. I had the opportunity to thank him in my
private conversation with him, a week before he died of the two life changing occasions in my life.
The words of Rita Pearson comes to mind when I reflect of my way to adulthood with Bro. Matthew,
an Emmaus experience indeed, every child deserves a champion…an adult who will never give up
on them, who understand, the power of connection, and insists that they become the best that they
can possibly be.
The point in the meditation below best sums up the life of Bro. Matthew Liew and all the Brothers
who had gone before us for 164 years in Asia that…
In order to fulfill your responsibility with as much perfection and care as God requires of you,
fervently give yourself to the Spirit of our Lord to act only under His influence and not through any
self-seeking. (M195.2 & MTR3.2)
1I

was in the Juniorate from the age of 13 to 19. From teenager to young adult with Bro. Matthew Liew as my foster
father.
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New President for De La Salle University Araneta
The university community welcomed Dr. Bjorn S.
Santos as its seventh De La Salle Araneta University
President last October 4. Dr. Santos concurrently
serves as the university’s Vice Chancellor for
Academics and Research (VCAR), and Dean of the
College of Veterinary Medicine and Agricultural
Sciences, among others.
Dr. Bjorn finished his bachelor’s degree in Agricultural
Engineering from the University of the Philippines –
Los Baños (UPLB) in Laguna. He went on to take both
his master’s and doctorate degrees in Biological and
Agricultural Engineering at the Texas A&M University –
College Station in Texas, USA, with a specialization in
power and machinery, and renewable energy.
Dr. Santos started his career in the academe as a fulltime instructor at De La Salle University-Canlubang in
Laguna, where he handled courses in Trigonometry,
Engineering Graphics, Strength of Materials, Materials
of Engineering, and Introduction to Environmental
Engineering. From 2008 - 2013, he was a graduate
research/teaching assistant at the Texas A&M
University – College Station’s Department of
Biological and Agricultural Engineering. In 2014, he
also had a brief teaching stint at the Department of
Biology in De La Salle University before he went to the
university to assume the VCAR post.
With his educational background and extensive
experience as an administrator, Dr. Santos was elected by the Board of Trustees as University
President after a candidate search which started as early as December 2015.
Dr. Santos is a member of the American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers, and one
of the founding oﬃcers of the UPLB Alumni Association Texas Chapter. He successfully passed the
2004 Professional Agricultural Engineering Licensure Examination, placing second. (Mr.
Christopher Polanco)
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Newsbits
God be with you. Patrick Aquino, our Novice from the Philippines has asked permission to end his Novitiate
and leave the Brothers. We wish you all the best and keep you in our prayers.
Congratulations. Br. Ranier Guillergan FSC, took and passed the licensure exam for teachers in the
Philippines. He was able to accomplish this despite his many responsibilities: He is currently teaching
religion full-time at La Salle Academy, Iligan (LSA); concurrently he is also the LSA Vocation Coordinator,
Junior Form Retreat Moderator, Sunday School Coordinator, and Team Leader of the Hong Kong ICVT. (He
can play a mean game of basketball too.)

New Country Coordinator. Br. Mikey Cua FSC will take over as Country Coordinator for the Philippines
from Br. Iñigo Riola FSC effective 01 January 2017 to 30 June 2017.
Reminders. The Online registration for the Senior Brothers Assembly is on-going. The online submission of
the Curriculum Vitae's for those applying for renewal of vows is also on-going. Community Directors are
requested to help in reminding those concerned.
SurveyMonkey and SimplyVoting. The LEAD Administrator has been using the online service “Survey
Monkey” in the past weeks. Although, these are not totally free like Google forms, their features are very
helpful for efficient collection of data.
You will also recall that for safe and confidential elections and sondage, the District uses “Simply
Voting”. You may receive emails from these sites and for the most part they are not spam. These sites will
never ask for passwords to any of your online accounts. Never give your passwords via email. When
in doubt, contact Sockie for assistance or confirmation at sec_lead@lasalle.org
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Visitor’s and Auxiliary Visitors’ Calendar for December

Visitor

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Singapore,
Country Assembly

Philippines,
DLSU-D and
DLSHSI Board of
Trustees Meetings

Philippines,
DLSL Board of
Trustees Meeting

LEAD PRV
LSC Family Fun
Day
Holidays

AVMA

Philippines,
Pastoral Visit to
DLSU 1911
Community

Philippines,
Dasmariñas
Pastoral Visit

Malaysia,
Petaling Jaya, Ipoh,
and Penang

Malaysia,
Petaling Jaya
Holidays

Malaysia,
Melaka
APLEC
AVVF

AVSP

Singapore,
Country Assembly

Singapore,
Country Assembly
Philippines,
Ozamiz,
Br. Jimmy
Dalumpines FSC
Golden Jubilee
Celebration
Central House
Administration MidYear Workshop
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Thailand

Philippines,
AMRSP Joint
Executive Board
Meeting

Thailand,
Christmas
Gathering for
Brothers, Sisters,
Postulants and
Juniors

Japan,
Retreat with
Japanese Brothers

Philippines,
Central House

Philippines, Society
of the Sacred Heart
- RSCJ Chapter

Holidays

Holidays

Happy Birthday to our December Birthday Boys!

Brother Larry Blake FSC
Brother Antonio Cubillas FSC
Brother Andrew Loke FSC
Brother Patrick Tierney FSC
Brother Stephen Pichit Wedcharak FSC
Brother John Pongpat Khasochan FSC
Brother Thomas Kha Lee FSC
Brother Noel Hrang Lal FSC
Brother David Liao FSC
Brother Addy Soe Wai FSC
Brother Armin Luistro FSC
Brother Johnny Perapong Kaewkanha FSC
Brother Benilde Preecha Trikaew FSC

December 01, 1929
December 01, 1973
December 02, 1955
December 04, 1942
December 05, 1959
December 05, 1990
December 07, 1989
December 08, 1977
December 12, 1946
December 24, 1938
December 24, 1961
December 25, 1989
December 27, 1984

Health and Wellness (LEAD Web Safety Guidelines)
1. Know the Boundaries: Lines between a Brother’s personal and ministry identity are often blurred in
social media, so readers do not necessarily distinguish between “oﬃcial” comments you might make
in social media for work and comments you post on your personal pages and sites. Always double
check messages to see if someone reading it might read something into it that is not intended or if
your message might be misinterpreted.
A. Be thoughtful and discreet. You may be seen as speaking for the Brothers, the educational
institution you serve, or the Catholic Church. The quick, easy and eﬃcient technology
enabling use of social media reduces the amount of time it takes to post content and
simultaneously, the time to consider whether the post is appropriate and the ramifications of
inappropriate content.
B. Clearly identify your personal communications: Unless specifically authorized to speak on
behalf of the Brothers, the educational institution or the Church, you must state that the views
expressed are your own. The same applies for what you forward, share, “like,” “retweet,” etc.
Do not use pseudonyms or the Brothers as your identity, unless authorized to do so.

Fraternally,

Edmundo Fernandez FSC
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