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First Vows: Philippines and Thailand 

Summer in Asia is usually associated with harvests and an abundance of fruits. In May, the harvest of 
years of efforts in vocation promotion and formation bore fruit in the persons of four novices who took 
their first vows.  

Filipino Novices, Brother Chuck Magno and Brother Nico Mariano  took their vows on May 14 at the 
Central House Chapel, National Shrine of the Divine Child, La Salle Green Hills. Thai Novices, Brother 
Matthew Thawatchai Chumkhamta, Brother Paul Anuwat Yasachai, and Brother Raphael Tanet Lertwaja 
took their first vows on May 21 at the School Chapel, La Salle Bangkok.  
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In my shared reflection in Thailand, I reminded the Brothers and guests present that: We can also take 
something from the song Seasons of Love which simply says, measure your life in love.  For a Brother I 
would think that would translate to his Love of Christ, his love for his own vocation, love of the mission 
and the students entrusted to him and I would also think a fair amount of love for his own Brothers… 
Like rivers, we are meant to receive but more importantly we are meant to give. We are meant to love “at 
every moment and in every way”. Live rivers we cannot keep it to ourselves lest we become like 
stagnant waters. That is our nature, that is our life and that is our call.  
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Br. Nico, during his response, shared: “In St. La Salle’s meditation for the Eve of Pentecost, he writes, 
‘You have left the world, no doubt, to give yourself entirely to God and to possess abundantly his Divine 
Spirit. Do not expect to achieve give yourself entirely to God and to possess abundantly his Divine Spirit. 
Do not expect to achieve this, however, unless you punctually fulfil what you know is God’s will for you.’ 
Why I choose to be a Brother is God’s will for my life that I try and try everyday to be faithful to. With this, 
I end by humbly asking for your prayers for us to know, to embrace and to persevere in God’s will in our 
life ahead as Brothers of the Christian Schools.” 

Brothers, I wish for us to continue to work for more vocations in our institute. Let us never forget to pray 
to God for more vocations.

Father, you chose Saint John Baptist De La 
Salle to give your people a Christian 
education. Give your Church teachers who 
will devote themselves to helping young 
people to grow as Christian men and women. 
Help us, the family you founded through this 
Saint, to be faithful and zealous ministers of 
your word. We ask this through Christ your 
Son and our Lord and Brother. 
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Arts, Heritage, and Culture 

Hong Kong Heritage Museum 
1/F Thematic Galleries 3, 4 & 5 
4 May 2016 – 11 July 2016 

Claude Monet: The Spirit of Place 

The Impressionist master Claude Monet (1840-1926) 
is undoubtedly one of the greatest landscape artists in 
the history of Western art. For nearly 70 years on his 
artistic journey, he tirelessly depicted the essence or 
spirit of different landscapes. Collaborating with Le 
French May and the Réunion des musées nationaux – 
Grand Palais, this exhibition, featuring some of Monet's 
most emblematic artworks conserved in French public 
collections, presents the spirit of place and the artist's 
legacy through the imperceptible differences 
captured over hours, days and seasons. 

After traveling around, Monet settled in Giverny, 
where he created numerous famous paintings. In the 
education gallery of the exhibition, reconstructed 
scenes are set up to resemble various spots in Monet's 
home, studio and garden, giving visitors the 
opportunity to see the connection between Monet's 
life and works from different perspectives. 

http://www.heritagemuseum.gov.hk/en_US/web/hm/
exhibitions/data/exid234.html#/nogo 

1.The Break-Up of the Ice at Vétheuil, facing Lavacourt 

2.  Effect of Spring, Giverny 

http://www.heritagemuseum.gov.hk/en_US/web/hm/exhibitions/data/exid234.html#/nogo
http://www.heritagemuseum.gov.hk/en_US/web/hm/exhibitions/data/exid234.html#/nogo
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News Bits

Quick News from around the District:

• Committee Appointments: Brothers JJ, Rodrigo, and Patrick will be revising the Child Protection Policies 
of the District, incorporating input from the Directors Workshop. The draft will be presented to the Council 
in September. I’ve also previously announced members of the Chapter Central Committee: Brs. JJ, 
Klong, Paul, Patrick, Noel, Andrew and Sockie. In Japan, I’ve asked Brs. Jose, Rodrigo, and Fujita to 
consult professionals and present plans for possible uses of the Brothers property in Sendai.

• The new school year has begun in Thailand. All the best, Brothers! (While in Hong Kong, the “Summer 
Timetable” has begun. Kids are dismissed by 1.30pm)

• Br. Mark Maheu formerly of Sendai and Hakodate has returned to his home-district, Francophone 
Canada. 

Fraternally,

Edmundo Fernandez FSC


